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Grammy award-winning 
American musician Alicia Keys 
has written a brand new anthem 
to inspire us all to power on 
through the coronavirus crisis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1, 2020 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

The “COVID-19 slide” is a thing — a very real thing. In fact, the 

magnitude of the pandemic-precipitated learning loss presents a 

near existential threat particularly to early school success for 

children in economically challenged families, neighborhoods and 

rural communities as well as for children with special needs. 

 

As with COVID-19 itself, the harshest effects of the learning will fall 

most heavily on those children with preexisting learning conditions. 

In this case, the preexisting conditions include lack of internet 

connectivity; guardians who work in the informal economy or in low-

paying but “essential” jobs; and families with language and literacy 

barriers, housing and/or food insecurity, or any of the other multitude 

markers of poverty-related adversity. 

 

Assuming that most states will reopen schools in the fall, children as well as teachers and school 

leaders will face a continued, unprecedented set of challenges. Children entering kindergarten will be 

beginning school without the bump in foundational skills offered by Head Start and other pre-K 

programs. Many more first-graders will begin the school year without the benefit of having had a full 

year of kindergarten. Second- and third-graders, already considered the most prone to losing ground 

over the summer, will have had four additional months of learning loss.  

 

None of these unfortunate facts augur well for those children for whom early school success is their 

first big milestone on the path to escaping generational poverty. In fact, they portend catastrophe. That 

is why the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (CGLR) is responding by activating our networks of 

local funders, program partners and community lead organizations to step up and take on the learning 

loss challenge.   

 

We are urging the organizations in these networks to connect with and support the state-based 

initiatives being organized by the outstanding organizations, agencies and institutions, and individuals 

who serve as CGLR’s state leads. And to complement this “all hands” activation, we are reaching out 
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to longtime strategic allies* to help with onboarding the key state leaders, public officials, decision 

makers and data holders among their members and affiliates.  

 

Please look for our forthcoming announcement that the core programming for GLR Week 2020 will 

feature a series of state-based convenings and events organized around the search for solutions to 

mitigate and reverse learning loss while embracing parents as essential partners in all aspects of the 

work.   

 

Looking forward. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ralph R. Smith 

Managing Director 

 
* Council of Chief State School Officers, Chiefs for Change, Education Commission of the States, 
Education Trust, Foundation for Excellence in Education, National Governors Association. 




