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Dear Colleague,

Pursuing impact and not settling for outcomes require intentional collaboration to

build and transform coalitions into powerful networks for change. This pursuit places a

premium on understanding organizations and how their cultures, systems and

ecosystems allow them to flourish or fail. All this will be the focus of future newsletters.

Today, the focus is on two inspiring individuals — Lillian M. Lowery, Ed.D., the

remarkable educator who passed away last week, and the indefatigable Bert

Berkley, a business executive and civic leader in Kansas City, Missouri.

The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (CGLR) mourns the loss of one of our

earliest and most steadfast champions, the remarkable Dr. Lowery. Joining us

most recently as moderator of three GLR Learning Tuesdays webinars, Dr.

Lowery was generous in offering sage advice and by her very presence, sharing

her reservoir of earned regard and goodwill. Over the past decade, as chief state

education officer in Maryland, president of The Council of Chief State School

Officers, vice president at EdTrust and most recently vice president at ETS, Dr.

Lowery found opportunities large and small to invest her time, knowledge,

networks and influence to lift up, spotlight and advance CGLR’s work. CGLR

acknowledges that we are one of many grateful beneficiaries of Dr. Lowery’s

lifelong commitment to ensure academic success and more hopeful futures for

the children she refused to leave behind.

 

Bert Berkley has been among the fiercest and most

relentless of champions of CGLR. Not one mutual

friend or acquaintance can recall being in a room

with Bert without hearing him decry the

abomination that illiteracy represents and make

explicit what he regards as the major contributor to

the school-to-prison pipeline — failure to read on

grade level by the end of third grade.

While knowledgeable about the “reading wars,” Bert is an undaunted and

unabashed proponent of “phonics as the only research-based method proven to

successfully teach reading.” 

Having made that case to all of us consistently for at least the last decade, Bert

has taken another bold step — one that he hopes will be emulated by others.

Working with the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Education, Bert’s

family foundation has endowed an Award for Excellence in Early Childhood

Literacy. “Realizing I was striking out at every turn, I decided that the only

practical answer was to use a ‘carrot’ — give an award to recognize an educator

who successfully uses phonics and highlight the awardee to serve as an example

to others.”

As a successful business executive and civic activist, Bert Berkley always has led

by example. At 98, he still does. His decision to endow an award for educators

who teach phonics makes his case all the more compelling and presents a clear if

nuanced challenge to others whose resources remain on the sidelines. 

Kudos to Bert Berkley, the Joan and Bert Berkley Blue Heron Foundation and

the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Education. 

We also appreciate Bert sharing in his own words his vision for this award.

Please click to see his message.

Bert has generously allowed us to share what such an endowment agreement

looks like so others may benefit from this knowledge.

Looking forward,

Ralph R. Smith

Managing Director
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