
Please visit the GLR Week 2024 site to access the session summaries, plenary recordings,  

slide decks, panelist bios and much more.

GLR Week 2024’s week-long collection 

of state-focused, constituency-tilted 

and plenary events encouraged us all 

to “Focus on the Gaps,” reflecting our 

continuing and growing concern about 

the large number of children stranded 

on the wrong side of the myriad learning, 

achievement, internet access and 

other opportunity gaps exposed and 

exacerbated by the COVID pandemic. 

The GLR Week discussions reaffirmed 

our commitment to be intentional 

and explicit about naming, mapping, 

shrinking and/or closing these gaps 

with solutions and strategies that are 

powerful, targeted and effective. Thank 

you to all those who engaged in sessions 

throughout the week as attendees, 

speakers and thought partners in our 

collective work to ensure more hopeful 

futures for our youngest learners.  
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2,150+ 
unique attendees for state and plenary events 

95 
panelists spoke in 29 sessions — 18 events 
and activities and 3 engagement campaigns 
organized by CGLR Network states/
communities and 8 plenary events

ALL 50 
states and the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands were 
represented among session attendees

160
CGLR Network communities were represented 
among session attendees

105+
local funding organizations attended  
plenary sessions

450+
program partner organizations attended 
plenary sessions

130+
school districts were represented

15
CGLR Network states hosted events or led 
engagement efforts

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/glr-week-program/
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Highlights From 2024 Plenary Sessions

READY, SET, GO: TWO-GENERATION APPROACHES FOR KINDERGARTEN SUCCESS 

CGLR again partnered with United Way Worldwide and Ascend at the Aspen Institute to explore 
two-generation approaches to alleviating poverty and promoting academic success. Panelists 
emphasized that addressing educational and economic gaps requires systemic, multifaceted 
strategies that engage families, communities and schools. Local United Way leaders from 
Colorado and Georgia highlighted the importance of differentiated supports to close these gaps, 
ensuring equitable opportunities for early learning success.

SUPPORTING SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN A TIME OF CHANGING NORMS

As part of CGLR’s ongoing collaboration with Attendance Works and other experts on the issue 
of chronic absenteeism, this discussion called for a collaborative, community-based effort to cut 

absenteeism rates in half over the next five years. Speakers emphasized the need for resource 
equity, positive learning climates and strong partnerships with trusted community figures to 

promote attendance and close attendance gaps.

When programs and policies are designed with the whole 

family’s education and economic future in mind...opportunity 

becomes a family tradition.

Roweena Naidoo, Vice President, Policy and Community Initiatives
Mile High United Way, Colorado

We’ve got to acknowledge that when you’re talking about 

under-served families, it’s going to take multiple...strings in the 

safety net to really have those young people feel supported enough 

for school to be valuable. 

Sonja Brookins Santelises, CEO 
Baltimore City Public Schools

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/
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A VIRTUAL GRATITUDE RECEPTION: CGLR SALUTES CHILDREN’S MUSEUMS

This session highlighted the role of children’s museums in closing learning gaps, particularly 
for marginalized communities, by providing accessible educational experiences and supporting 
grade-level reading initiatives through partnerships and unique programs. Panelists emphasized 
the importance of these local institutions in fostering learning and confidence among children and 
their caregivers.

THE PROMISE AND POTENTIAL OF PLAY-BASED LEARNING

In this session, experts and practitioners explored the potential of play-based learning to 
address gaps in early education using engaging and developmentally appropriate strategies 

that align with core standards. Panelists discussed how playful learning can effectively 
bridge gaps in key areas like math and language skills, making learning more accessible 

and impactful for all children.

[Children’s museums] not only inspire children to develop 

identities as curious and confident learners — they are also spaces 

that help build the confidence and social capital of the adults and 

caregivers who surround the children.

Laura Huerta Migus, Deputy Director for Museum Services
Institute of Museum and Library Services

When kids are up, when they’re physically active, when 

they’re engaged, with their ‘hands on and minds on,’ the learning 

is more powerful. 

Andres Bustamante, Ph.D., Associate Professor, 
Human Development in Context 
School of Education, University of California, Irvine

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/
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BUILDING BRIGHTER FUTURES: NATIONAL FUNDERS SHARE INSIGHTS  
ON PLACE-BASED STRATEGIES

This session explored how national funders are taking action in their hometowns to close 
opportunity gaps in the early years, including leveraging community resources, building 
strong relationships and fostering collaboration among local partners and funders. Panelists 
discussed their efforts to address educational disparities by advancing comprehensive place-
based strategies and promoting early childhood development, economic opportunity and 
healthy neighborhoods.

THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING:  
CLOSING LITERACY GAPS IN THE CLASSROOM

In this session, panelists highlighted the importance of integrating social-emotional 
learning (SEL) with literacy education to address gaps in academic achievement and 

emotional well-being. Panelists emphasized the importance of aligning research, policy 
and practice to support both students and educators effectively.

The focus has to be on identifying the bevy of resources that are 

necessary for closing the gaps...and the resources do not just include money. 

They include voice. They include value. They include people.

Thomas Parker, Executive in Residence/Program Officer
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

If we actually harness the full breadth of [social-emotional learning] 

research, we can better inform instruction, better prepare teachers going into 

the classrooms and better serve our students.

Lakeisha Steele, Vice President of Policy 
Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional 
Learning (CASEL)

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/
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READY ON DAY ONE: STRATEGIES AND TOOLS TO SUPPORT CGLR COMMUNITIES WITH 
SCHOOL SUCCESS

This event brought together CGLR coalitions and community leaders to discuss proven, 
coordinated and actionable strategies for addressing equitable learning and opportunity 
gaps. Using breakout rooms, participants and panelists dug deeper into how the strategies of 
providing high-impact tutoring, improving attendance and enhancing community supports are 
being successfully applied in various CGLR communities.

AI’S GAP-CLOSING POTENTIAL: EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

In this session, speakers emphasized the potential of AI in enhancing, not replacing, 
teachers by lightening their administrative workloads and enabling more meaningful student 

relationships. They also stressed the importance of teaching students critical thinking skills in 
a world where AI is increasingly prevalent. Panelists highlighted concerns about disparities in 

AI access and the need for equitable training and resources to prevent widening gaps between 
different student communities.

Some of the most effective messages never say a word about attendance 

but tell the story of what’s happening in school and make the case for why 

children should be there. 

Cecelia Leong, Vice President of Programs
Attendance Works    

We have already seen that suburban districts are more likely than rural and 

especially urban districts to have trained their teachers about the use of AI for 

teaching. And that’s a gap that we don’t want to see grow or remain.

Heather Schwartz, Ph.D., Director of PK-12 Education Program 
RAND

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/
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DISAGREE BETTER: BUILDING ON COMMON GROUND TO ENSURE EARLY SCHOOL SUCCESS

The inaugural session of CGLR’s Building on Common Ground, “A Governors’ Conversation,” 
took place during GLR WEEK 2023, featuring Governor Wes Moore (D) of Maryland. This year, 
Utah Governor Spencer Cox (R) shared a video acknowledging CGLR’s bipartisan approach and 
highlighting his Disagree Better initiative. 

View the Video 

[CGLR’s] focus on solutions is very much the intent behind 

an initiative I’ve been working on this past year as chair of the 

National Governors Association called Disagree Better. Disagree 

Better aims to help people work through their differences without 

all the hate. 

	 Spencer Cox
Governor, State of Utah    

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/
https://leo.gradelevelreading.net/common-ground/
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A Virtual Gratitude Reception: CGLR Salutes Children’s Museums

This year’s Virtual Gratitude Reception: CGLR Salutes Children’s Museums underscored the contributions 

of these multifaceted, uniquely engaging, innovative and playful community institutions and how they 

are helping to narrow gaps in early childhood learning through focused, hands-on learning opportunities 

that are unique to children’s museums. Children’s museums help children take charge of their own 

learning as they engage with the interactive exhibits and hands-on play. Through immersive learning, 

children’s museums support a child’s curiosity and critical thinking skills. They can help children 

connect to the world around them and offer unique environments for quality family time.

Children’s museums provide important out-of-school opportunities for children and their families 

to grow and learn together. These institutions contribute to an ecosystem of welcoming, accessible 

and affordable parent-centered support. CGLR and its nationwide network offer deep gratitude and 

appreciation to children’s museums.

This session included a special recognition video, featuring children’s museum leaders from across the 

country along with clips of children and families engaging in hands-on play and learning. View the video.

GLR Week in the Virgin Islands
The Children’s Museum of St. Croix partnered with Community Foundation of the Virgin Islands (CFVI) and the 

Department of Planning and Natural Resources’ Libraries Archives and Museums Division to hold an event on July 

25 at the Florence Williams Library in Christiansted. Winnie “Oyoko” Loving did a reading of her book “My name is 

Freedom.” It was followed up with an activity focused on the children’s names. Children came accompanied by their 

parents, who were asked to explain the meaning of their children’s names. The children were then invited to create art 

using the first letter of their name. Families were also invited to sign up for library cards.  

The Virgin Islands Children’s Museum in St. Thomas, in partnership with the Disability Rights Center of the  

Virgin Islands and CFVI, provided an entire day of storytimes, books and resources for parents on July 30. They 

welcomed 107 people to the museum, not including their members! Children of all ages had storytime and parents 

were offered a Parenting Workshop in the morning. In addition to storytimes throughout the day, there was information 

on early childhood literacy programs, chances to sign up for DARRI’s Book Club and prizes for participants. Children 

also got to play with the museum’s interactive STREAM based exhibits in between storytimes. Here’s a short reel they 

created on Facebook.

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/
https://app.frame.io/presentations/491f08d1-8606-4e73-a8fd-8a296278dd22
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/CfCYtgmt8x4s3Ugh
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/CfCYtgmt8x4s3Ugh
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speakers and moderators

The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading appreciates and thanks the following individuals for participating as 
moderators, presenters and commentators in the 29 sessions hosted during GLR Week 2024. 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Denise Rosario Adusei
Executive Director

Bronx Children’s Museum, New York

Arthur G. Affleck, III, M.Ed., J.D.
Executive Director

Association of Children’s Museums

Malai Amfahr
Senior Program Officer of Constituency 
Outreach and Engagement

Campaign for Grade-Level Reading

Jenny Atkinson
Senior Consultant

Campaign for Grade-Level Reading

Kathy Baer
Kindergarten Teacher

West Chester Area School District, 
Pennsylvania (retired)  

Kate Bennett
Community Impact Officer, Early 
Childhood & Education Success

United Way of Central Iowa 

Marissa Blankinship
Program Support Coordinator

Roanoke Public Libraries

Shelly Brooks
Director of Early Childhood Coalition

United Way of Northeast Mississippi, 
Tupelo/Lee Counties

Ebony Brown, Sr.
Director of Student Success

United Way of Delaware

Deirdre Johnson Burel, Ed.D., MPA
Senior Program Officer

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Andres Bustamante, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

School of Education, U.C. Irvine

Renada Chandler
Executive Director

Smart Kids Inc.  

Hedy Chang
Executive Director

Attendance Works

Carole Charnel
President and CEO

Boston Children’s Museum

Eirene Chen
Director of Communications

Khan Academy

Kaelyn Christian
State Director, Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library of Alabama

The Dollywood Foundation

Christina Cipriano, Ph.D.
Director, The Education Collaboratory

Yale University

Terri Clark
State Literacy Director

Read On Arizona

Carol K. Clarke
Training/Literacy Specialist

Action Pact

Michele Connelly
Executive Director

United Way of West Central Mississippi

Allison Crain
MDE Northern Region School 
Attendance Officer Supervisor

Amy Crosby
Statewide Coordinator

Reach Out and Read Alabama

Duane Davis, Ph.D.
Founder

Raising Expectations, LLC

Amy Denty
Director of Literacy

Georgia Department of Education

Kimberly Della Donna
Community Collaborations Director

Georgia Organics

Kate Dole
Early Childhood Special Education 
Specialist

Minnesota Department of Education
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Kristin Droege, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Turn the Page KC

Tanya S. Durand
Chief Executive Officer

Greentrike

Christie Edwards
Program Manager

Rush University Medical Center

Ron Fairchild
Senior Consultant

Campaign for Grade-Level Reading

Amina Fazlullah
Head of Tech Policy, Advocacy

Common Sense

Lisa Finaldi
Community Engagement Leader

North Carolina Early Childhood 
Foundation

Denise Forte
President & CEO

The Education Trust

Ayeola Fortune
Vice President, Impact Team

United Way Worldwide

Kip Glazer, Ed.D.
Principal

Mountain View High School

John Gomperts
Executive Fellow

Campaign for Grade-Level Reading

Laura Goodman
Account Manager

BookNook

Steve Greeley
President

Shared Cause

Lisa Greening
Executive Director

Turn the Page STL

Grenita Hall, Ph.D.
Faculty, College of Applied Health 
Sciences

University of Illinois in Chicago

Heather Henderson
Chief Academic Officer

Arizona Charter Academy

Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology

Temple University

William R. Hite, Jr., Ed.D.
President and CEO

KnowledgeWorks

Alissa Hobart
Director, MS Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading, Center for Excellence in 
Literacy Instruction

University of Mississippi, School of 
Education

April Hopson
Vice President of Adult Education

Columbus Technical College

Jonathan Hui
Senior Program Officer

Kresge Foundation

Debra M. Jacobs
President and CEO

The Patterson Foundation

Khushboo Jain
Director, Community Schools Network

United Way of Greater Lehigh Valley

Abby Jenkins
Senior Director of Content

PBS KIDS

Liletta Jenkins
Director of Community Outreach and 
Engagement

Alabama Department of Early 
Childhood Education

Stacie Johnson
Director of Professional Learning

Khan Academy

Sal Khan
CEO

Khan Academy

Heather Knight, Ph.D.
Coordinator of Literacy/Office of 
Literacy

Missouri Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education

Corrine Kroger
Director of Operations/Iowa Regional 
Director

Vision To Learn

Ryan Lee-James, Ph.D.
Chief Academic Officer

Atlanta Speech School

Carol D. Lee, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita, Learning Sciences

Northwestern University

Cecelia Leong
Vice President of Programs

Attendance Works

Rhonda Lewis
VP of Education

Delta Health Alliance 

Ken Livingston
Senior Director of Student Success

United Way of Delaware

Johann Liljengren
Director, Dropout Prevention and 
Student Reengagement

Colorado Department of Education

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/
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Angela Logan
Principal

O.C. Johnson Elementary School, 
Yuma Elementary School District

Stacy Lord
Coordinator of Early Learning and 
School Readiness

Gwinnett County Public Schools

Amber D. Lowery
Manager of Youth Services

Roanoke Public Libraries

Nat Malkus
Senior Fellow and Deputy Director, 
Education Policy Studies

American Enterprise Institute

Lori Masseur
Director of Early Learning

Read On Arizona

Laura Huerta Migus
Deputy Director for Museum Services

Institute of Museum and Library 
Services

Caroline Mitchell
Executive Director, Community 
Development

Gateway Region YMCA

Allie Mondell
Interim Executive Director and 
Winchester CGLR Campaign 
Coordinator

Literacy Volunteers Winchester Area

Roweena Naidoo
Vice President, Policy and Community 
Initiatives

Mile High United Way

Michael Neal
Founder and CEO

Timothy Community Corporation, NFP

Julie Odom
Early Language and Literacy Director, 
Feed Me Words

Alabama Partnership for Children

Thomas Parker
Executive in Residence/Program 
Officer

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

Carolina Reeves-Garcia
District EL Coordinator

Laurel School District

Munro Richardson
Executive Director

Read Charlotte

Keri Rodrigues
Founding President

National Parents Union

Pam Romero
Vice President, Community Schools 
United

United Way of the Chattahoochee 
Valley

Sean Ross
Executive Director

Arizona State Board of Education

Sonja Brookins Santelises
CEO

Baltimore City Public Schools

Heather Schwartz, Ph.D.
Director of PK–12 Education Program

RAND

Marjorie Sims
Managing Director

Ascend at the Aspen Institute

Amber Skalsky
Program Director

The Steele Foundation

Jennifer St John
Senior Vice President, Impact

United Way of the Chattahoochee 
Valley

Lakeisha Steele
Vice President of Policy

Collaborative for Academic, Social and 
Emotional Learning (CASEL)

Rachel Stine
Senior Director of New Site 
Development

Book Harvest

Katharine Sullivan
Executive Director

The Big Lift, San Mateo County

Rubye K. Sullivan, Ph.D.
Senior Associate, Education 
Achievement, Atlanta Civic Site

Annie E. Casey Foundation

Martha Ann Todd
President

Columbus Technical College

Vivian Tseng, Ph.D.
President and CEO

Foundation for Child Development  

Nicole Tuttle
PreK Coordinator

Drew Charter School

Sheila Umberger
Director of Libraries

Roanoke Public Libraries

Natalie Walrond
Senior Managing Director

WestEd

Arianne Weldon
Strategic Innovation Manager & 
Director

Get Georgia Reading, Georgia Family 
Connection Partnership

Patricia D. Wellenbach
President and CEO

Please Touch Museum

Cheryl Werner
Community Impact Coordinator

United Way of Central Iowa

Pat Yongpradit
Chief Academic Officer

Code.org

https://glrweek2024.gradelevelreading.net/
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state lead contributors
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Fifteen participating states, including the U.S. Virgin Islands, stepped up to organize and  

host 18 events and activities and three engagement campaigns during GLR Week 2024. These 

webinars, panel discussions, social media campaigns and documentary discussions were well 

attended and well received. 

We appreciate and thank the following state and community leads for their leadership  

during GLR Week 2024. 

Alabama
Liletta Jenkins

Director of Community Outreach and 
Engagement

Alabama Department of Early 
Childhood Education

Arizona
Terri Clark

State Literacy Director

Read On Arizona

Lori Masseur

Director of Early Learning

Read On Arizona

Connecticut
Barbara Vita

Early Childhood Network Specialist

Connecticut After School Network

Delaware
Ken Livingston

Senior Director of Student Success

United Way of Delaware

Florida
Jenn Faber

Director of Engagement, Networks & 
Memberships

Florida Alliance of Children’s Councils 
& Trusts/Florida Grade-Level Reading 
Campaign

Georgia
Arianne Weldon

Strategic Innovation Manager & 
Director, Get Georgia Reading

Georgia Family Connection Partnership

Akia Lewis

Strategic Innovation and Get Georgia

Reading Project Manager

Georgia Family Connection Partnership

Michigan
Leah van Belle

Executive Director

313Reads: Detroit’s Literacy Coalition

Mississippi
Alissa Hobart

Director

Mississippi Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading

Center for Excellence in Literacy 
Instruction, University of Mississippi

Missouri
Lisa Greening

Executive Director

Turn the Page STL

Kristin Droege

Executive Director

Turn the Page KC

New Mexico
Elizabeth Wieser

Early Literacy Project Manager

Hobbs Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading

North Carolina
Lisa Finaldi

Community Engagement Leader

NC Early Childhood Foundation

Oregon
Kali Thorne Ladd

Chief Executive Officer

Children’s Institute

Marina Merrill

Director of Research and Strategy

Children’s Institute

U.S. Virgin Islands
Dee Baecher-Brown

President

Community Foundation of the Virgin 
Islands

Virginia
Sheila Umberger

Director of Libraries

Roanoke Public Libraries, City of 
Roanoke

Allie Mondell

Interim Executive Director and 
Winchester CGLR Campaign 
Coordinator 

Literacy Volunteers Winchester Area
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