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2012

GLR campaigns in 46 states, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
U.S. Virgin Islands, and Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, Canada

organizations joining Local Sponsoring 
Coalitions

K–3 students (44% of that age group) 
in 2,500+ school districts and 37,000 
public schools live in counties served by 
GLR campaigns

state and local funders and donors 
supporting local campaigns

sector- and field-leading organizations, 
associations and national affiliate 
networks

U.S. Sec. of Education Arne Duncan 
endorses CGLR at launch of the GLR 
Network

United Way USA embraces third-grade 
reading proficiency as an important 
milestone 
	
StriveTogether adopts early grade 
reading as core outcome for Cradle to 
Career Network

Institute of Museum and Library 
Services awards $2.5+ million to 
museums and libraries to prepare young 
kids for school and address summer 
slide

THE DECADE-LONG 2012–2021 “MOBILIZING 
PROOF POINTS” STRATEGY HAS WORKED, 
EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS

The Campaign for 
GRADE-LEVEL
READING

GLR BY THE NUMBERS
LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE

FEBRUARY

2022
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Civil Rights Data Collection by U.S. Dept. 
of Education’s Office of Civil Rights 
collects student absenteeism rates from 
all public schools and school districts 
nationwide

National Attendance Awareness Month 
(September) campaign launches; now in 
10th year

American Academy of Pediatrics releases 
policy statement on importance of parents 
reading aloud to young children 

U.S. Conference of Mayors launches 
movement to ensure that children are 
equipped to face 21st-century challenges

President Obama launches My Brother’s 
Keeper to address gaps faced by boys and 
young men of color; 1 of the 6 goals is 
grade-level reading proficiency by third 
grade

5 chief state school officers agree to play 
a leadership role in promoting solutions 
that improve attendance

U.S. Depts. of Education, Health and 
Human Services, Housing and Urban 
Development, and Justice launch Every 
Student Every Day, a joint initiative to 
address and eliminate chronic school 
absence 

200+ school superintendents across the 
country pledge to prioritize student atten-
dance; by 2019–20, 800+ have signed

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
requires states to begin reporting chronic 
absenteeism rates

Head Start Performance guidelines 
require sites to monitor and address 
chronic absence among participants

OUR MESSAGES HAVE BROKEN THROUGH 
THE NOISE



gradelevelreading.net  /  @readingby3rd  /  #GLReading  /  #LearningTuesdays dr
af

t

30,000+

8,300+

3,000+

6,000+

91

touchpoints with active and engaged 
leaders reached by CGLR leadership, 
including 200+ in-person events in 30 
states, two Canadian provinces and 62 
communities since 2016

leaders, local funders and stakeholders 
reached through small-group brief-
ings, consultative conversations, and 
networking events in 49 communities 
in 25 states, D.C., and Saskatchewan, 
Canada

key education decision-makers (chief 
state school officers, school district 
superintendents, state boards of educa-
tion, local school boards) reached 
through direct outreach to the 10 
major national membership educator 
organizations
 
school district superintendents, school 
leaders, classroom teachers and early 
educators registered for and/or attended 
at least 1 of 4 events cohosted with 
Education Week
 
philanthropy-support organizations (with 
7,000 philanthropy members) reached 
through CGLR’s partnership with the 
United Philanthropy Forum

CGLR has already engaged 29 institu-
tions (libraries, museums, zoos), orga-
nizations, researchers and practitioners 
and 12 major initiatives with local 
programs, 8 of which operate in 815 
counties – more than half of which  
(455 counties, or 56%) overlap with 
local GLR communities

LLRC MESSAGING, MOBILIZATION AND 
ACTIVATION 2020–2021 (CONTINUED)

2017

2019

2021

U.S. Dept. of Education creates 
National Student Attendance, Engage-
ment, and Success Center (NSAESC) 
to support nationwide implementation 
of strategies, partnerships and early 
warning systems targeting chronic 
absenteeism

36 states plus Washington, D.C., adopt 
chronic absence as an accountability 
measure in their state ESSA implemen-
tation plans

American Academy of Pediatrics issues 
attendance position statement

U.S. Dept. of Education requires 
states to publish disaggregated chronic 
absence data as condition of receiving 
accountability waivers

OUR MESSAGES HAVE BROKEN THROUGH 
THE NOISE (CONTINUED)

LLRC MESSAGING, MOBILIZATION AND 
ACTIVATION 2020–2021
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Learning Loss Recovery Challenge 
(LLRC) webinars hosted, March 2020 – 
December 2021

webinar presenters, moderators and 
commentators from 200+ organizations

webinar attendees (8,870 unique 
individuals including 336 representing 
local funder organizations and 229 
representing community and state lead 
organizations

average webinar attendance, with  
8 webinars drawing 400+ attendees

online events co-hosted with Education 
Week, leading to 4,500+ new contacts 
and 750+ individual registrations for a 
subsequent GLR webinar 

ESTABLISHING NEW PARTNERSHIPS AND 
LAUNCHING EVERYDAY PLACES AND SPACES – 
LEARNING HAPPENS EVERYWHERE COMMUNITY-
WIDE INITIATIVES 


