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Pop-Up 
Neighbor 
Events at 
Laundromats

Durham at two Wash House laun-
dromats on February 23. Hundreds 
of families left with laundry baskets 
brimming with clean clothes — and 
books.

Book Harvest stocks the laundro-
mats with free books all the time, 
and its team returns to the laundro-
mats weekly with more books and 
storytimes for children of all ages 
— and with digital literacy resources 
for parents. The goal? Transforming 
laundromats into vibrant learning 
spaces for families.

Through the generosity of The 
Patterson Foundation, Florida’s 
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading (SCGLR) part-
ners with The Laundry Project by 
Current Initiatives to hold Pop-Up 
Neighbor events at laundromats 
in Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee 
and Sarasota counties. Volunteers 
arrive at the laundromat with plat-
ters of food, beverages, rolls of 
quarters, portable book shelves 
and real desire to connect. During 
these events, neighbors meet and 
help neighbors first by covering the 
cost of laundry fees and providing 
laundry supplies, and then by 
having community volunteers and 
services available throughout the 
day for conversations and to make 
valuable connections.

Children are entertained by 
volunteer celebrity readers and 
encouraged to take home new books 
from the Pop-Up Library; the Food 
Bank hands out fresh produce and 
information about local pantries; 
the public library signs people up 
for library cards; the Health Depart-
ment provides health information, 
blood pressure screening and flu 
shots; and SCGLR provides infor-
mation about upcoming free Mind 
in the Making workshops while 
encouraging parents to download 
Vroom, a free app that helps parents 
to develop executive function skills 
with their children. 

 

“I love coming here!”
This is not the typical refrain from 

a child whose parents bring him to 
the laundromat for two hours every 
week. But on a recent Saturday, 
these were heartfelt words from a 
7-year-old boy, who had just scored 
a copy of Diary of a Wimpy Kid to 
take home and keep.

North Carolina nonprofit Book  
Harvest, together with the Laundry  
Cares Foundation, Libraries With-
out Borders and Triangle Learning 
Network, hosted a Free Laundry Day 
launch celebration of Wash & Learn 

Wash & Learn Durham 
Launches!
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“waSh TiMe iS TaLk TiMe” reSOurceS

LaundrOMaTS

“ I love coming here. ”
– Child mentioned in article above

Too Small to Fail

The Clinton Foundation’s Too Small to Fail (TSTF) early 

childhood initiative has been a leader in transforming 

everyday “spaces” — playgrounds, grocery stores and 

laundromats — into language-rich environments that 

promote parent-child engagement and young children’s 

early brain and language development.

Ralph Smith, managing director of the Campaign for 

Grade-Level Reading, praised the research-based work of 

TSTF and its pioneering “Wash Time Is Talk Time” partner-

ship with the Coin Laundry Association. “TSTF is lifting 

up the potential of informal places and spaces to become 

literacy-rich environments and literacy-enhancing oppor-

tunities,” said Smith. “The focus on laundromats is a  

perfect example of how that potential can be realized.”

The Laundry Literacy Coalition, 
a seemingly unlikely alliance of the 
Laundry Cares Foundation, Too 
Small to Fail and Libraries Without 
Borders, has been making impres-
sive strides toward the creation of a 
national movement to promote early 
childhood literacy in laundromats.

Building on each organization’s 
individual work to engage parents 
in language-rich activities with their 
young children, the coalition hosted 
the first-ever “Laundry & Literacy 
Summit” in March 2018. Early 
childhood experts and representa-
tives from foundations, national 
literacy organizations and corpo-
rations agreed on the need for (1) 
an action plan to develop scalable, 
high-quality resources for creating 
literacy-rich spaces in laundro-
mats and (2) an evaluation of these 
resources in the laundromat envi-
ronment to determine their impact 
on children’s early literacy develop-
ment and parent-child interactions. 

As a result, the coalition developed 
a “Laundry & Literacy Kit,” which 
includes an assortment of books; a 
small comfortable sofa for parents 
and children to sit on together; signs 
with tips and messages prompting 
fun ways to talk and read together at 
the laundromat; and other resources 
to create playful, literacy-rich spaces.

To determine their effectiveness, 
the coalition sponsored an evalua-
tion of the kits in three laundromats 
in New York City (see data points 
on next page). The evaluation found 
that the kits significantly enhanced 
children’s access to print and time 
spent on activities supporting school 
readiness.

A Free Laundry & Literacy Day 
co-hosted by the Coin Laundry Asso-
ciation and Too Small to Fail

Promoting Literacy at the 
Laundromat



“i cOMe TO The LaundrOMaT FOr FOur hOurS a week. i FeeL Much beTTer abOuT bringing My chiLdren TO The LaundrOMaT becauSe They run righT TO The bOOk area  

TO pLay and read, and They uSuaLLy SiT There The whOLe TiMe. beFOre, They wOuLd run and SOMeTiMeS geT hurT SO i FeeL beTTer knOwing They’re SaFe in  

The kidS’ area. whiLe They’re                                                              They even Make SOMe new FriendS here.”
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Santa 
Barbara Co., 
California

There are three laundromats in 
St. Lucie County that have a Little 
Library. The local GLR campaign 
sponsored a summer program in 
two of those locations, both of which 
were in Fort Pierce. Last summer, a 
team of volunteers from Big Brothers 
Big Sisters (BBBS), including 
several AmeriCorps members, 
stopped in on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays to sit and read with the 
children while the parents did their 
laundry. 211 Help Me Grow had a 
table available with information and 
materials about the importance of 
early literacy and tracking a child’s 
development to ensure he/she is 
reaching appropriate milestones for 
the child’s age. Help Me Grow also 

offered developmental and social 
emotional screenings (using the 
ASQ-3 and ASQ-SE) that parents 
completed while their clothes were 
washing/drying. Approximately 10 
families completed the screenings 
over the eight-week time frame. 
Parents in the community shared 
the news with their neighbors and 
friends so that others began washing 
their clothes during the hours that 
the GLR team was at the laun-
dromat. One father said that his son 
was struggling with reading, so he 
brought him three weeks in a row 
and received one-on-one reading 
time with a BBBS volunteer. By the 
end of the three weeks, his son’s 
reading had improved greatly.

St. Lucie County, Florida

GLR Learning System:
300+ communities nationwide 
networked for learning, impact and 
improvement

To request information on joining the GLR Learning System,  

please complete the brief survey found at https://bit.ly/2GTjWlW
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A partnership between one 
local Book Club and one willing 
laundromat in Santa Barbara 
launched a Little Free Library 
recently. The library will be 
sup ported and maintained by Book 
Club members on a monthly basis. A 
“grand” opening event is scheduled 
for later this April, with plans for 
story times and a social media 
campaign to encourage other Book 
Clubs to adopt a local laundromat 
where they can create and maintain 
a Little Free Library.

MoMenTuM iS building!

MoRe THAn 300 

CoMMuniTieS in  

44 STATeS ACRoSS THe 

nATion, AS well AS THe 

diSTRiCT oF ColuMbiA, 

PueRTo RiCo And THe 

u.S. ViRgin iSlAndS And 

AlbeRTA, CAnAdA — 

wiTH 4,100+ loCAl 

oRgAnizATionS And 

500+ STATe And loCAl 

FundeRS, inCluding 

191 uniTed wAyS.

Worcester, Massachusetts
“Laundry Love” is a monthly event 

spearheaded by a local church and 
laundromat to provide free laundry 
and dinner to families utilizing 
the laundromat one evening a 
month. A variety of community 
agencies join the event to share 
resources with families. Worcester 

playing and learning

Family Partnership, funded by the 
Massachusetts Department of Early 
Education and Care, attends each 
month to conduct a story time and 
to distribute books and reading 
tips to families in attendance. Each 
month the first 15 families receive 
books at the story time. 

“There aren’T OTher pLaceS in The cOMMuniTy 

where chiLdren have acceSS TO bOOkS, 

SO The LiTeracy cOrner haS been 

reaLLy gOOd FOr My kidS.” – MOTher aT a

Laundry LiTeracy cOaLiTiOn LaundrOMaT SiTe 

30
X

in lAundRoMATS wiTH 
kiTS, CHildRen weRe 
MoST likely To ReAd 
bookS  67 inSTAnCeS 
PlAy wiTH MAgneTiC 

leTTeRS 42 inSTAnCeS
And PlAy wiTH bloCkS 

37 inSTAnCeS

Children were 30 times 
more likely to engage 
in literacy activities in 
laundromats that included 
the Laundry & Literacy Kits 
compared to laundromats 
that did not have kits.
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For more information on the GLR Campaign, contact info@glrcenter.org.


