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JASON WILLIAMS  

New Orleans, Louisiana  

  

In 2017, New Orleans City Council President Jason Williams made history. He led the City Council in its first 

investment in early care and education (ECE) by dedicating funds to ECE in the 2018 New Orleans City Budget. A 

criminal defense attorney by training, Councilmember Williams has been a tireless advocate for making investments in 

children rather than the criminal justice system—in a city that incarcerates more people per capita than any other city in 

the world. He has said publicly, “We are realizing as a government and as a society that investing in people and raising all 

boats is what fosters healthy and safe communities. Early childhood education and literacy must be priorities for elected 

officials.”  

As City Council President, Councilmember Williams was instrumental in advocating for and crafting a 2018 budget that 

invests in building stronger families. The City of New Orleans budget now includes $750,000 for early childhood 

education—an unprecedented investment of this kind for our city’s children. This is an entirely new way of engaging 

with the issue of school readiness and child success. He said, “With this investment, we are setting people up to succeed 

instead of waiting for them to fail.” It is important to note that this progress was funded and prioritized without 

siphoning money from other crucial service areas. Councilmember Williams believes a budget is a moral document 

reflecting the values of the city and is honored to do the work that is truly focusing on and investing in the people of 

New Orleans.  

Jason Rogers Williams was elected Councilmember-At-Large in March 2014 and re-elected in October 2017. A native of 

New Orleans, Williams has worked to improve the quality of life in his hometown and he continues that work as a 

member of the City Council. In his professional career, Williams started his own law firm, Jason Rogers Williams & 

Associates, which he continues to manage. In 2003, he was appointed by the Louisiana Supreme Court to serve as Judge 

at Criminal District Court. Williams also serves on the conflict panel for the Orleans Parish Public Defenders Office and 

the “Criminal Justice Act” for the United States Court of the Eastern District of Louisiana. As a staunch advocate for 

community development programs, he has served as a board member of The Audubon Nature Institute, Partnership for 

Youth Development, and The Children’s Bureau of New Orleans. He still serves as a board member of the Innocence 

Project of New Orleans. 


