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Dr. Garry McGiboney has been a vital leader of the Get Georgia Reading Campaign since its re-organization in early 

2013. He served on the steering committee during the nine-month planning process that engaged hundreds of state and 

local leaders in the creation of the Campaign’s four-pillar common agenda and has continued to serve on the Campaign 

Cabinet as it has worked to use that common agenda as a framework for action to support children’s early literacy 

development and lifelong success.  

As the Campaign has been traveling across the state to host one-day community learning events for cross-sector 

community teams to help them understand and apply the Campaign’s common agenda, Garry has been a constant 

presence, speaking at all of these sessions. Garry has been an advocate for positive learning climates—one of the 

Campaign’s research-based four pillars—for more than a decade and has worked tirelessly to encourage school districts 

to implement Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS), the evidence-based framework that is proven to 

reduce disciplinary incidents, increase a school’s sense of safety and support, increase attendance, and improve academic 

outcomes. As a result of his efforts, Georgia now has more than 1,000 schools—the largest number of schools in the 

nation—using PBIS and elected officials have steadily increased their investments in a statewide infrastructure to 

support schools in applying this framework with fidelity. National research and Georgia data analysis have shown strong 

correlations between learning climates and third grade reading proficiency with school climate accounting for 50 percent 

of the variance in third-grade reading outcomes. 

Garry has enthusiastically embraced the Campaign’s epidemiological approach that uses multi-dimensional data to 

identify patterns that uncover underlying factors affecting language and literacy outcomes and find clues that lead to 

new, sometimes unexpected, solutions—significantly changing the conversation about what is needed to promote 

Grade-Level reading, what is possible, and who can play a part in that effort. As just one example of this, together with 

the Campaign Director, Garry spoke on language impairment at The Summit: Georgia’s Child Welfare Conference, 

presenting extensive research on the prevalence of language deficits (especially among children in foster care and 

children with mental health disorders) and the impact that unidentified language deficits can have on a child, from 

literacy development and academic success to increased likelihood to receive disciplinary actions and be involved in the 

juvenile justice system.  

He is now working to promote systems change to better identify and support children with language impairments, 

including supporting passage of a bill that will require that speech-language assessments be administered to children in 

K-3 before they can receive a fifth out of school suspension and promoting collaborations between colleges and school 

districts to increase access to speech language therapy in under-served areas.  
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Garry truly embodies the Campaign in Georgia and its population-based approach. A long-time leader in the GaDOE, 

he fully embraces the importance of reaching and supporting children and their families, beginning at birth. He is a true 

Champion and servant-leader. 


