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Campaign for Grade-Level Reading Pacesetter Honors Announced 

29 COMMUNITIES RECOGNIZED FOR WORK IN SUPPORTING 
EARLY SCHOOL SUCCESS

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 7, 2018 – The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading announced today 
that it will recognize 29 communities with Pacesetter Honors for their work in 2017.  

“Recognizing Pacesetters is our way of applauding and thanking the civic leaders, organizations and 
agencies that have joined forces to build brighter futures for children in their communities,” said Ralph 
Smith, managing director of the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading. “We are learning with them and 
from them what it takes to move the needle and close the gap. Mobilized communities — like these 
Pacesetters — are essential to ensuring school success.” 

Each year, the GLR Campaign uses its Pacesetter Honors to highlight communities that report 
making measurable progress on key indicators of early school success. These communities 
serve as proof points and represent the “leading edge” of innovation, impact and improvement within 
the GLR Network, currently comprised of more than 360 GLR Campaign communities, representing 
43 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Canada. The 2017 Pacesetters met one or more of the following criteria: 

1. Demonstrate promise and/or progress in alignment and/or collaboration for impact on early
school success in one or more of the following areas:

• across the early grades and early years
• between STEM and literacy (reading and math)
• between and among exemplary programs
• between and among public agencies and systems
• between and among the private, public and social sectors
• between and among federal, state and local governments and agencies
• with a focus on more vulnerable populations (dual language learners; system-involved

children; children with learning differences, disabilities and attention issues)
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2. Demonstrate measurable progress and/or promising trend lines toward one or more of the
following:

• achieving population-level improvements in school readiness, school attendance and
summer learning

• increasing the number and percentage of low-income children reading on grade level
district-wide

• assuring community-wide sustainability of the civic action and advocacy agenda
• integrating the two key determinants of early school success — parents’ success and

healthy child development

The following 2017 Pacesetter communities will be formally honored with certificates and 
banners during GLR Week in Philadelphia, July 23-27, 2018:   

Ames, Iowa 
Birmingham, Alabama 
Broward County, Florida 
Cook County, Georgia 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Flint & Genesee County, Michigan 
Indian River County, Florida 
Grinnell, Iowa 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Lane County, Oregon 
Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania 
Marshalltown, Iowa 
Mecklenburg County/Charlotte, North Carolina 
New Britain, Connecticut 
Newport, Rhode Island 

Palm Beach County, Florida 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Quad Cities, Iowa & Illinois 
Roanoke, Virginia 
San Mateo County, California 
Shawnee County, Kansas 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
Stanislaus County, California 
Stockton-San Joaquin County, California 
Suncoast (Sarasota and Manatee  
  Counties), Florida 
Tacoma, Washington 
Tahoe Truckee, California 
Tempe, Arizona 

To learn more about the Pacesetter criteria and to view profiles for each Pacesetter Honoree, visit 
gradelevelreading.net/pacesetter. 

About the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading 

Launched in 2010, the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading is a collaborative effort of funders, 
nonprofit partners, business leaders, government agencies, states and communities across the 
country to ensure that many more children from low-income families succeed in school and 
graduate prepared for college, a career and active citizenship. Since its launch, the GLR 
Campaign has grown to include more than 360 communities, representing 43 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Canada — with 4,100 local organizations and 
510 state and local funders (including 191 United Ways). To learn more, visit 
gradelevelreading.net and follow the movement on Twitter @readingby3rd. 
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