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AMANDA ESCALANTE 

Palm Beach County, Florida 

  

“My dad wanted a lawyer, not a teacher!” laughs Amanda Escalante, Site Coordinator for the Parent-Child Home 

Program at the Guatemalan-Maya Center in Palm Beach County (FL). She quickly turns serious to talk about the 

challenges facing the families she serves. Central American immigrants soon learn that “what’s required to succeed here 

is not the same.” It’s Amanda’s job to help them overcome those challenges. The Parent-Child Home Program helps 

prepare children for school success by increasing language and literacy skills, enhancing social-emotional development, 

and strengthening the parent-child relationship. 

With more than 20 years of working among indigenous peoples, Amanda is a clear choice for the Grade-Level Reading 

Campaign’s Council of Champions. A dual-language teacher in her native Peru, as well as Palm Beach County public and 

private schools, Amanda has a degree in Early Childhood Education from Women’s University of the Sacred Heart in 

Lima, Peru. As part of the university’s expectation to “pay back” to society, she worked in rural schools with indigenous 

peoples in the Andean country. “The indigenous peoples in Central America live 500 years behind the rest of the world, 

in terms of water, electricity, basic needs and resources,” says Fr. Frank O’Loughlin, founder of Guatemalan-Maya 

Center. 

Amanda struggles with the cultural challenges so often underestimated in developing programs for immigrants. 

Guatemala has not one language, but 24 different Maya languages, all unwritten. In most families, early stimulation of 

children’s learning—or even schooling—is not the custom. Instead, children start doing chores as early as five-years old: 

cooking or working in the fields. The gap in school readiness is massive when they arrive for kindergarten. “These 

children were so far behind, it just broke my heart,” she says. “For first-generation Guatemalan families, the children are 

essentially on their own when they start school.” Adding to family stress, a lack of documentation for permanency in the 

United States, and the very real fear of deportation, is ever-present for many. Even so, she says, “we try to help them 

understand that they can do something to help their children succeed.”  

Amanda is so concerned about the cultural match of families and the home visitors she supervises that she personally 

visits each family first before determining which of her team of nine to assign. She hires home visitors fluent in the three 

main languages: Q’anjob’al, Popti and Mam. Amanda notes, “Making a strong family connection is so hard.” for families 

otherwise disconnected from their roots. “The home visitor has to model the ways parents interact with the children but 

with a cultural interpretation. It doesn’t translate easily, and we often underestimate the vast cultural differences.” “I 

want the children to have a good start; I want what’s fair; I want them to have a better opportunity.” 

 

 


