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The Mississippi Association of Grantmakers continues to provide strong leadership to 
broaden and strategically align philanthropic engagement in the Campaign, with an ambi-
tious effort underway to swiftly expand the number of CGLR communities. It coordinates 
a Small Grants Funding Pool, fueled by investments from the Phil Hardin Foundation, 
the Barksdale Reading Institute, the Molpus Foundation, the Community Foundation of 
Northwest Mississippi, the Gulf Coast Community Foundation, the CREATE Foundation, 
the Community Foundation of Mississippi, and Blue Cross and Blue Shield Corporation, to 
support work in local communities that join the Campaign. This effort is paying off. There 
are now three CGLR communities — Lafayette County/Oxford/University Reads, Gulfport 
and Hattiesburg, with seven more communities in the pipeline.

The Mississippi Campaign for Grade-Level Reading builds upon strong gubernatorial and 
legislative support for third-grade reading proficiency. The Mississippi Literacy-Based 
Promotion Act, passed by the legislature and signed by Governor Phil Bryant in 2013, 
created the impetus and framework for the state’s effort to significantly increase reading 
proficiency by the end of third grade. Part of a statewide effort called Strong Readers = 
Strong Leaders, the Act and the funding appropriated for its implementation help to ensure 
that every student reads at or above grade level by the end of third grade by emphasizing 
grade-level reading skills as students progress through grades K–3.

The Literacy-Based Promotion Act requires that struggling readers in grades K–3 are 
identified early and provided immediate, intensive reading intervention that meets their 
specific reading needs as documented in an individual reading plan. Each reading plan 
must include the student’s specific, diagnosed reading skill deficiencies as determined by 

Launched in 2016 through a vibrant public/private partnership of the 
Mississippi Department of Education, the Mississippi Association of 
Grantmakers and the University of Mississippi Center for Excellence in 
Literacy Instruction, the Mississippi Campaign for Grade-Level Reading 
has worked quickly and effectively to expand its reach and impact.  
Now led by a dynamic Advisory Board, Mississippi CGLR is focusing on 
both statewide policy and building community capacity as it works with  
urgency and growing momentum to move the needle and close the gap  
in reading proficiency.
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diagnostic assessment data; the goals and benchmarks for growth; how progress will be 
monitored and evaluated; the type of additional instruction services and interventions the 
student will receive; the research-based reading instructional programming the teacher will 
use; the strategies the student’s parent is encouraged to use in assisting the student to 
achieve reading competency; and any additional services the teacher deems appropriate 
to accelerate the student’s reading skill development.

The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE), under the leadership of State Super-
intendent of Education Dr. Carey Wright, provides a wide range of resources to support  
the implementation of the law, with a special focus on schools with low assessment  
results. Literacy coaches are assigned to MS Literacy Support Schools and the results 
are promising, with an increase in the pass rate at these schools climbing from 73 percent 
in 2015 to 78 percent in 2016 to 87.5 percent in 2017. Recognizing that families are the 
backbone of student learning, MDE also provides resources and guidance for parental 
and community engagement. In addition, MDE provides intensive literacy professional 
development and literacy resources for all PreK–3 teachers, administrators and higher-
education staff.

Mississippi CGLR was launched to provide community-level support for the efforts of 
schools and districts as they work diligently to implement the Literacy-Based Promotion 
Act — the Campaign’s framework mobilizes communities to provide “wrap around” support 
to schools to ensure that families and children are successful. 

Another important state policy breakthrough was passage of the Mississippi Early Learning 
Collaborative Act in 2013, which established the Early Learning Collaborative program, 
with funding to local communities to establish, expand, support and facilitate the successful 
implementation of quality early childhood education and development services.

Mississippi CGLR is committed to effective partnerships, programs and practices, 
including replicating and scaling best practices as it focuses on improving school readi-
ness, improving attendance and increasing summer learning opportunities. The Campaign 
works with many partners, including with Jumpstart for Young Children at the University of 
Mississippi and with First Book on a statewide literacy initiative.

The Mississippi Campaign for Grade-Level Reading hit the ground running — bringing 
public/private partners together to create an effective, energetic, growing statewide effort 
to increase the percentage of low-income children reading at grade level by the end of third 
grade and ensure early school success. 
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