


Welcome to the Webinar

Please mute your phone and computer until 
you are ready to speak. 



Agenda

1. Provide overview of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) and why it matters for parents

2. Identify opportunities to promote high-quality early 
learning and other UPLAN and GLR priorities through 
ESSA

3. Discuss the role of parents in ESSA implementation

4. Provide concrete ways for parents to get involved
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Suzanne Immerman
Moderator

Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
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Danielle Ewen
Senior Policy Advisor

EducationCounsel
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Yolie Flores
Chief Program Officer

Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
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Hodon Bulale
UPLAN Parent Leader

Somali Parent Education Board
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Annabel Quintero
UPLAN Parent Leader

OneAmerica



United Parent Leaders Action Network (UPLAN)

• National network of 26 parent leadership  member 
groups – and growing!

• UPLAN works to lift up the voices of low- to moderate-
income parents and parents of color on the decisions 
that affect their lives.

• Policy agenda includes promoting real parent 
engagement, increasing access to early care and 
education, and protecting immigrant families.

• Learn more and become a member: 
www.unitedparentleaders.org

UPLAN Parent Leader 
Hodon Bulale; Somali 
Parent Education Board 
(SPEB)



Momentum Is Building!
More than 340 communities in 42 states across the nation, as well as the District of Columbia, 

Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Canada — with 3,900 local organizations and 250+ state and 

local funders, including 168 United Ways. 

For a full listing of Grade-Level Reading Network Communities, visit gradelevelreading.net

@readingby3rd  #GLReading 10
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The GLR Campaign’s Approach to Parents



The Every Student Succeeds Act 
(and why it matters)



• ESSA focuses on two big goals:  college and 
career readiness and equity

• ESSA then gives authority to states and districts to 
design key systems, which creates opportunities 
and risks. 

• To promote the resources children need, 
especially in the early years, parents need to 
know the opportunities to advocate within the law.
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ESSA Overview
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The face of our population is changing — fast
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Note: Projected Population Growth,  Ages 0–24, 2010-2050

Percentage Increase, Ages 0–24 

Source:  National Population Projections, U.S. Census Bureau. Released 2008; NCHEMS, Adding It Up, 
2007.
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To be clear: policies themselves don’t 
close gaps and raise achievement. 

Only the hard work of educators, 
students, and parents can do that. 
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ESSA gives parents the opportunity to make sure 
schools are evaluated based on a clear expectation that 
they must raise the achievement of all of their students, 
not just some. 

The law gives an opportunity to make sure schools, 
districts, and states are responsible for attention and 
resources on the full range of student groups, including 
those who are sometime ignored.

And prompt action can be taken when schools don’t 
meet expectations for any group of students.
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Over the years, advocates have pushed 
policy makers to ensure that schools, 

districts and states focus more on results 
for all students.  As a result, achievement 

among black, Latino, and low-income 
students has improved. 
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Large gains for all groups of students, 
especially students of color
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National Center for Education Statistics, “The Nation's Report Card: Trends in Academic Progress 2012”
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Opportunities to ensure that all children have 
what they need to succeed through ESSA, 

especially young learners
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What ESSA says:

• Early learning is an allowable use of funds throughout the law 
for children from birth through kindergarten entry and is 
encouraged for ELL students and other special populations.

• Investments in early childhood can be a strategy for school 
improvement in low-performing schools.

• Coordination between schools and the early childhood community 
is a core value and requirement of the new law.  

• Early literacy supports are allowable uses of funds for EL children 
and other special populations.

• Funds from the various parts of the law can also be used to 
support young children during the summer to expand learning time. 

Grade-Level Reading Policy Priorities:
Increase Access to High-Quality Early Learning Programs



What ESSA says:

• Parents are a required stakeholder group in the ESSA state and 
district plan development process.

• States and districts must have plans to improve ongoing parent and 
family engagement.

• Title I funds can support family liaison positions and other dedicated 
family supports in schools.

• Districts have dedicated funds to be used for effective strategies to 
promote parent and family engagement.   

• School report cards should be transparent and understandable to 
parents and family members from various language and cultural 
backgrounds.

Grade-Level Reading Policy Priorities:
Promote Parent Engagement and Success



What ESSA says:

• Accountability systems can also include measure of school discipline 
such as rates of suspension and expulsion.

• States must provide evidence that they have adopted challenging 
academic standards for all students, including those in kindergarten 
through third grade.

• States may choose to adopt a kindergarten entrance assessment or 
other measures that can be used before third grade tests.

• Chronic absence data are possible indicators for states to include in 
the accountability system.

• States and districts must publicly report these indicators, and other 
data, in their annual report cards for schools in a manner that is clear, 
concise, understandable, and widely accessible.

Grade-Level Reading Policy Priorities:
School Readiness/Early Warning Systems



What is the role of parents in  ESSA 
implementation?



Annabel Quintero, 
OneAmerica, Seattle Area 
(King County), Washington

• Noticed that the state’s outreach 
plans were not engaging many 
parent leaders

• Developed workshops to inform 
other parents about ESSA

• Discussed the historical fight for 
federal education policies to 
require schools to meet the needs 
of all students

Parent Engagement with ESSA 
from UPLAN Member



Parent Engagement with ESSA from UPLAN Member 

• Parent workshops focused on 
ESSA and educational equity

• As a result of these workshops, 
parents gave input on 
Washington State’s ESSA plan



• What does your state plan say? Check the U.S. Department of 

Education

• Identify your priorities and state your needs

• Get together and speak out

• Learn the names of district leaders and make an appointment

• Identify partners and work together to write common goals and 

solutions

• Ask questions about what you see at your school
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What Parents and Guardians Can Do



• A District Guide to ESSA and the Importance of Stakeholder 
Engagement Participation, Preparation & What Comes Next

• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Guide for Advocates
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Getting Started



Questions?


