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FUNDER ROLE 
 PBS-KIDS: Understand what kids and families are learning through their social, 

emotional, math, reading, science and other educational content and 
programming for children ages two to 8. PBS-KIDS also requires content 
producers to have a community engagement plan. They also try to build in 
parent and teacher engagement.   

 
 Bright Bytes: Early warning and response system module for dropout prevention 

using predictive analytics to identify children at risk as early as 2nd grade. Use 24 
academic, attendance, demographic and behavior indicators to predict future 
behavior.  

 
 Manatee County School District: High poverty district where in some schools up 

to 40 percent of kid miss up to 10 percent of school year needed to develop 
early intervention plans.  

 

 KEY DECISIONS & ACTIONS 
 PBS-KIDS: Decided to conduct intensive research on how kids learn from their 

programming to increase math and science skills. Also made a conscious decision 
to use programming to help parents co-play with their kids to build math skills.  

 
 Bright Bytes: Decided to use historical, district level data to create an early wanting 

system that could trigger interventions much sooner – as early as 2nd grade. 
Districts will change how they use data if you can show how good data helps them. 
 

 Manatee County: Deployed Graduation Enhancement Techs (GETS) to intervene 
early, especially in the first 30 days of the school year, to connect children to help – 
especially help getting to school (using Walking School Buses among other tools.) 

RESULTS 
 

 PBS-KIDS Ready to Learn did research (with WestEd) on math learning in Curious 
George. They found gains in math knowledge. They also worked with UCLA on 
research that showed the way kids play games predicts their performance of 
math tests. Other research found parents are motivated to be engaged in math 
learning when using games to teach skills.  
 

 Manatee County schools have reduced chronic absence by 50 percent using 
GETS and Bright Bytes. “Our number one grade level for chronic absence is pre-
K. Parents do think it is big deal or the do not realize how many days their 
children because no one has brought it to their attention,” said Superintendent 
Diana Greene.  She offers: “If you do not change the behaviors of the adults 
(teachers and/or parents) predictive analytics” can be a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
“Someone’s behavior has to change,” to alter the trajectory.   

 
CHALLENGES, NEXT STEPS & KEY TAKEAWAYS.   

 PBS KIDS – Need to use predictive analytics for understanding best practices for early 
literacy.  

 
 Bright-Bytes: Risk manifests over time, but we need predictive analytics to intervene 

much earlier than middle school. Use historical data to create a model of what a 
current drop out looked like in third grade and use that data to prevent future drop 
out. “This is not about labeling kids but building awareness for educators so they can 
be effective,” said a Bright Bytes representative who was not Jim Palmer.  

 
 Manatee County: Will move from focus on attendance to focus on behavior issues. 

 
 New America (Iris Palmer): Work with predictive analytics in higher education offers 

some cautions/warnings – systems need to look at more than family income, engage 
parents. don’t “bake in bias” and protect privacy. “You can profile students with 
algorithm if you are not careful,” said Palmer. 
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