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RESULTS 
  
Read On Arizona’s Data Mapping Tool allowed state policy makers to learn the 
role that chronic absence was playing in K-3 literacy outcomes for low-income 
children. This has led to attendance being added as a key school accountability 
measure.  
 
The Data Mapping Tool – called the MapLit Data Center – borrows from data trend 
tracking tools used in transportation and housing planning. It allows communities 
to look at census, school, health, family engagement data that have a direct 
impact early literacy outcomes.  
 
A data driven approach has led Eyes on Learning  to explore the use of 
immunization data and state health information exchanges to determine the 
number of children who are getting vision screening and treatment.  
 

 CHALLENGES, NEXT STEPS & KEY TAKEAWAYS:.   
 
Gathering vision data in Arizona is difficult because it is one of only eight 
states that does not require vision screening prior to kindergarten. They have 
tried to use Medicaid claims data to determine vision screening and treatment gaps, 
but it is not reliable. Nor is data collected by schools that do vision screening on a 
voluntary basis.  
 
Driving with data requires a commitment to a more disciplined way of work – 
including leading with results and aligning the contributions of diverse stakeholders 
so they actually add up to population level impact. Read On Arizona partners had to 
embrace the reality that “hope is not a strategy,” said Clark. They could not just 
launch a pet program and hope it worked. They had to look at what the data 
indicated were the major issues – like chronic absence – and take them on. 

 

 

Piper Charitable Trust catalyzed cooperation between other major foundations 
in the state around gathering actionable data from state agencies and 
universities to turn the curve on improving early literacy. Their support has 
positioned Read On Arizona as an influential player at the state policy level, as 
evidenced by the states 
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Piper led the way in letting go of their “brand name” and going all in with Read On 
Arizona. “We held on firm to Read on Arizona as our brand, said Dal Pra. This led 
to develop of a system of data sharing – as opposed to what she called data 
hoarding, because of the trust and relationship that were built among state 
agencies and other partners who had agreed to gather the data that was most 
important to showing whether anyone was making a difference in assuring g early 
literacy and grade level reading success for low-income children.   
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