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Delivering Eyeglasses to Elementary School Kids In Low-Income Communities – A Model That Works 

 

Solving The Problem 
 

Analisa Gomez started having trouble at school in kindergarten. She loved to read with her parents and teachers but got 

headaches when she tried reading alone. In class she required special attention because she was unable to see lessons 

on the board. But it wasn’t until the third grade that Analisa was diagnosed with poor eyesight and received her first 

pair of glasses. When she finally did, she was elated: “When I read I can just read normal and not feel the pain or 

anything.” 
 

Analisa’s story is all-too-common for students nationwide, where an estimated 1.5 million kids lack the glasses they 

need to see the board, read a book or do their math homework. Since about 80% of learning in early grades is visual, a 

working pair of glasses is a fundamental tool for educational success. Without glasses, research suggests that students 

will have more difficulty paying attention in class, have a harder time finishing their homework, and be less likely to 

participate in classroom discussions. When these hurdles make it tougher for students to become proficient in 

reading by the third grade, they become more likely to drop out of school early.  
 

The Missing Piece Is Access 
 

In California, a 2011 study found that 95% of 1st graders who needed eyeglasses did not have them. This is despite 

California’s requirement for all schools to screen children’s vision every three years between school entry and eighth 

grade. Without access to eye care, large numbers of students – particularly those in low-income areas – will not get the 

glasses they need to succeed. 
 

A Model That Works 
 

One organization that has bridged the access gap is Vision To Learn. This nonprofit, operating throughout Delaware 

and California, delivers vision care to students via mobile clinics that travel to school sites. With less than an hour 

spent out of class, every student in need at the school receives an eye exam and a new pair of prescription eyeglasses, 

all free of charge. The model is cost-effective, efficient – and successful. A study by UCLA’s Mattel Children’s 

Hospital found that “92% of teachers and 90% of parents felt most of the children at their schools would not have 

access to glasses without Vision To Learn.” What’s more, UCLA found the glasses lead to higher trajectories in 

students’ reading and math grades. 

 

A Growing Movement For Action 

 

Support for Vision To Learn’s model of vision care access is 

growing rapidly, with educators, researchers, policymakers and 

community activists joining the chorus. In the next year Vision To 

Learn is working to bring pilot projects to low income areas in 

states including Hawaii, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, and 

Pennsylvania. For less than $100 per student in need, Vision To 

Learn and similar providers can eliminate a stumbling block to 

learning. For more information about this innovative program, 

visit www.visiontolearn.org.   
 


