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A year after the launch of the Grade-Level Reading Communi-

ties Network, members across the country sat down to refl ect 

on their accomplishments and their challenges as they work to 

move the needle on third-grade reading. They shared stories — 

in words, videos and photos — that capture the progress and momentum their 

communities have achieved. Our aspiration is that the Tell Our Story effort will 

help raise awareness, promote greater collaboration and strengthen engagement 

among local sponsoring coalitions and throughout the GLR Network. Already 

we see evidence of communities borrowing ideas from each other and sharing 

best practices — demonstrating the power of peer learning. To read the full 

entries, go to http://gradelevelreading.net/our-network/tell-our-story.
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TELL OUR
STORY

Freddy the Frog, developed by University 

of Pittsburgh’s Office of Child Develop-

ment to support school readiness, is 

spreading across the Network in innova-

tive ways. In BUFFALO, NY, he supported 

attendance, providing guidance to 

parents and children at kindergarten 

orientations, summer school, festivals 

and other city events. In SOUTHERN PINES, 
NC, Freddy served as the mascot for the 

library’s summer reading program. 

Ready Freddy
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momentum is building
140 COMMUNITIES, REPRESENTING 37 STATES, THE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, PUERTO RICO AND THE U.S. 

VIRGIN ISLANDS WITH 1,600 LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 

(INCLUDING OVER 100 LOCAL FUNDERS)



COMMUNITYS N A P S H O T S 

LAFAYETTE, IN

The Read to Succeed 
Program puts volunteers in 
local classrooms to increase 
literacy skills. In 2012, 400 
volunteers reached 3,800 
children in 11 schools. 
This year, it is expanding to 
15 schools.

AUSTIN, TX

The E3 Alliance launched the regional attendance campaign Missing School 
Matters in 2011, with the help of Attendance Works. It’s already having a large 
impact. From 2011 to 2012, the drop in absences saved regional schools $7.5M 
because state aid is partially based on attendance. From 2012 to 2013, absences 
increased slightly, but not as much as enrollment growth would have predicted, 
and thus the overall regional savings are expected to be at least $5M annually.
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NEW BRITAIN, CT & SPRINGFIELD, MA

The Coalition for New Britain’s Children was looking for a way to make 
walking to school safer and more attractive. After hearing about walking school 
bus programs from the Springfi eld, MA, coalition, they shared the idea at back-
to-school open houses. Parent volunteers at Smith School were happy to step 
up and lead buses, and now other neighborhood schools in New Britain are 
pitching the idea!

LONG BEACH, CA

using key messages from the GLR 
Campaign, Long Beach residents 
advocated for additional city library 
budget money and were able to secure 
$400,000 more for books, materials 
and library community rooms.

VERO BEACH, FL & SALINAS, CA

GLR coalitions held community summits to spread awareness of the impor-
tance of early learning, attendance and summer learning loss. About 200 leaders 
in business, government, education and community action attended Salinas’s 
Literacy Summit for Business and Community Leaders. Vero Beach’s fi rst-ever 
Moonshot Moment Emergent Learning Summit gathered school district leaders, 
principals, teachers, reading coaches, community leaders, philanthropists and 
civic representatives to build trust and lay the groundwork for collaboration.

CHARLOTTE, NC

has partnered with business leaders, nonprofi ts and local sports 
teams to recruit and train 1,000 volunteers as readers, tutors 
and mentors for at-risk elementary students.


